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Researching Potential Funders

The hard part of applying for grants is
upfront...the research. Finding grant
opportunities and information about funders is
an ongoing project for any grant seeker.
There are dozens of resources and some of
the best are online. Bookmark these sites and
visit them often.

1. The Foundation Center www.foundationcenter.org

The Foundation Center is a good resource for almost anything related to funding by
foundations. The nonprofit Center sends out a free email newsletter called Arts Funding
Watch as well as its free RFP Bulletin which gives listings of newly announced requests for
proposals. There is also a "Foundation Finder" that allows you to look up basic information
on foundations, a Philanthropy News Digest, and links to other helpful sites. You can also
subscribe to The Foundation Directory Online . This comprehensive database details a
foundation's funding priorities, and past grants it has made. The Directory is also available on
a CD-ROM, with access to over 91,000 foundations, corporate donors, and public charities.

2. BIG Online www.bigdatabase.com

A for-profit resource, BIG Online provides online and telephone assistance for navigating the
various tools on its website. Also offers online classes to learn more about the features of its
extensive database, which contains grantmakers' 990's, and a trove of relevant articles.

3. Foundation Search America www.foundationsearch.com
Also a for-profit resource, very similar to BIG Online. Popular resource available to nonprofits
for a fee. Offers the ability to conduct in-depth analysis of prospective foundations.
Continued on page 2
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Sage Nonprofit is currently offering a limited time discount on Sage MIP Fund Accounting
modules. You will receive 10% off when you purchase 2 modules and 15% off when you
purchase 3 or more modules before January 1, 2009.

Furthermore, Sage will be also be increasing the prices of some Sage MIP Fund Accounting
modules in January. The exact amounts vary depending on each customers setup, but if you
have been considering adding any new modules, you may want to purchase them before the
end of 2008. In particular, if you have been investigating Payroll, Advanced Security, or Data
Consolidation, the price increases may be significant if you wait. Please call us now to place
your order early and secure these modules at the lower 2008 price! Call us today

at 503.648.9051 to learn more.
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“Thank for all your help over the
years. Your professionalism and
quick response has always been a
hallmark of RBP Methods. RBP's
extensive knowledge of nonprofit
accounting and software greatly
aided The Oregon Zoo Foundation
in our transition to a new software
environment. In addition, your
training and consulting have
enabled us to maintain currency
with new processes and features.
The Foundation continues to rely
on RBP Methods for
implementation assistance, feature
evaluation, and quick support
response. | could not think of any
better partner to work with to get
these things done. | appreciate the
value that RBP Methods brings to
The Oregon Zoo Foundation and
look forward to many more years
of working with you.”

Ric Barton, Finance Manager,
Oregon Zoo Foundation
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As everybody knows, the next best thing to meeting the Great
Guru himself is meeting the Gatekeeper to the Great Guru
(whew—that's a mouthfull). Of course, that title belongs to
Justin Arnold, son of Kent Arnold, and expert in Fundraising
support and sales. Justin spends his days around the office
answering the phones, filing, and helping people out with any
Fundraising 50 technical problems that might arise. He's also
a personal IT guy of sorts for Lynne and Kent—helping them
out with any computer or technical issues they may have.

Justin has basically grown up around the industry because

Kent has been in it as long as Justin can remember. So it's

little surprise that he has “picked up a few tips and tricks

along the way.” He attended college at Pacific University in

Oregon—he calls graduating from there one of his proudest achievements—and followed
that up with some work at Intel as a BEC Intern, learning all the valuable skills that have
made him an asset back at RBP.

However, there’s another side of Justin that the office rarely gets to see. That would be
the side that plays the piano by ear, cares for an 11-year-old pug who “has a heart of gold
and a brain density to match,” and a 6-year-old French bulldog who “loves to sleep and
cuddle in incredibly uncomfortable positions,” and possesses an “encyclopedic”
knowledge of presidential history and trivia.

Justin also enjoys traveling—having visited Australia, New Zealand, Austria, Slovenia,
Italy, and Germany. In his spare time he plays video games—currently he’s in the midst
of “surviving the zombie apocalypse” on one of his 3 gaming platforms. In essence, it
seems as though Justin does it all—traveling, gaming, puppy care, music, trivia, and, of
course, the excellent work at Fundraising support and sales. With a repertoire like that,
it's obvious that the Gatekeeper is at least as interesting as the Guru himself.
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4. The Philanthropy Journal  www.pilanthropyjournal.org

Published by the A.J. Fletcher Foundation, the Journal publishes news about foundations,
recent surveys about fundraising trends, and other nonprofit issues. This is a website, not
a printed Journal, and you can subscribe to its free electronic newsletter.

5. Grants.Gov www.grants.gov
This U.S. government website has lots of useful information for nonprofits, including
announcements of federal grants.

6. Guidestar www.guidestar.org

Guidestar provides information on all kinds of nonprofits, including foundations. You can
register for free and use the advanced search capabilities which allows access to Form
990s, 990-PFs, and other publications.

7. The Grantsmanship Center www.tgci.com
Click "Sources of Funding Information" at this site and you will find links to today's Federal
Register , and to community foundation websites, listed by state.

8. Community Foundation Locator  www.communityfoundationlocator.org

The Community Foundation Locator is sponsored by the Council on Foundations. The
website displays a map of the U.S. where you can click on your region to pull up a list of
its local community foundations and links to those foundation websites.

To see more resources visit www.rbpmethods.com
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