If you plan to install Sage MIP version
10, please review the knowledgebase
for the installation technical articles
PRIOR TO installation. Print out these
articles in case you run into problems.
Specifically, be careful about the
following issues:

SQL 2000 Enterprise Manager
(article 286988)

Workstation upgrade fails
sometimes (article 287300 and
283488)

New Atrix forms for 1099 (article
263916)

Feel free to contact us directly if you
need copies of the articles or want
some assistance with your upgrade.
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Confusion abounds when it

comes to reporting
fundraising expenses for
nonprofits. Some  entities

want to net the expense
against income; others want
to report gross income and
show the expense separately
that generate the income.

The AICPA has released new FORM 990
guidelines on reporting in three specific
situations.
Reporting no expense. Although rare,
some nonprofits have no fundraising
expense even though they may raise
funds for their entity. Examples would
include

- A nonprofit that receives most or
all of its contribution revenue from
other companies they do not
control (like the United Way), uses
minimal resources to raise these

funds, and has very little
participation in  obtaining the
funding.

- A nonprofit that has no paid staff
and contributions are raised by
uncompensated board members;
or most or all of the contributions
evolve from a volunteer phone
bank or mail writing campaign. This
situation must not be deemed
contributed services through the

standards set in FAS

paragraph 9.

116,

- A church or religious organization
that receives all of its contributions
from member tithing or donations
would not have fundraising
expenses.

Using fundraising nonprofits to solicit
contributions. Some nonprofits work
with other nonprofits to raise money.
For example, if nonprofit A (NP-A) hires
nonprofit B (NP-B) to raise money, NP-
A should report amounts paid to NP-B

as fundraising expenses and all
amounts received from NP-B as
contributions.

Using professional fundraisers. Many
nonprofits hire professional
organizations to raise money on their
behalf. This situation is quite clear that
the nonprofit should report amounts
paid to the professionals as expenses
and not net that amount against the
contribution revenue.

These guidelines are meant to clarify and
standardize the practice among nonprofits,
and help to make them more transparent to
their donors.

For more information contact your CPA firm
or give us a call and we can refer you to
one of our trusted advisors.
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Sage will now release “dot versions” for
minor fixes rather than full versions. Version
8.1 is slated for release in October, and
includes many new features. One of the
biggest changes is the migration from
Sybase SQL to Microsoft SQL Express.

This will allow FR50 to work with third party
applications, such as Microsoft Word, or
Access. Along with this comes multiple

databases , Windows authentication and
other fixes and upgrades. All of this leads up
to a feature that has yet to be announced,
but will we know it is sure to please many of
you — in fact, it is THE most requested
feature. We will have to wait a little while
longer to find out more about it.
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*Nonprofits are using their websites to
attract, interact with, and motivate wealthy
donors. Eighty percent of wealthy donors
have given online; Fifty percent prefer to give
online; and sixty-six percent visit charities'
websites before donating for the first time.
However, the report goes on to say that
nonprofits have a ways to go to improve both
their websites and their correspondence.
Most wealthy donors report that charity
websites, and follow-up emails and reports
are uninspiring and that charities could do
more to help them feel connected to the
cause.

* First Research, Inc.

The annual Sage Partner conference,
Insights, was hosted last month at the
amazing new Gaylord Hotel and Convention
Center just outside of Washington D.C. With
nearly 3,000 attendees, seven role-based
tracks, and 450+ sessions, it was the largest
and most comprehensive event ever. Many
exciting new developments were announced
at Insights including version upgrades for
many of the software solutions, including
Sage MIP Fund Accounting.
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The annual Sage Summit conference is
where Sage Software customers connect.
It's the place to be if you want to discover
new ideas, concepts, skills, strategies, and
technologies that make life around the office
just plain better. This year Sage is proud to
offer expanded session content and more
ways than ever to network with peers and
product insiders. More information can be
found at www.SageSoftwareSummit.com.
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“When we learned that our old system was being phased out and would
no longer be supported, we knew that RBP was the team to help us with
the transition. What we did not realize was that the system RBP
implemented, Sage MIP Fund Accounting, was so much more powerful
than what we had experienced in the past. With the new system we can
quickly pull cross-year reports that will allow us to look at year-over-year
numbers to help manage the organization more effectively. We can also
produce the 990 supporting documentation within the system with the click of a button, the
wizard assists us immensely and the payroll support has saved us thousands of dollars.
Anytime you can hit a button and produce reports for your board, you are saving time and
that is exactly what we’re able to do. No longer do we have to produce extensive Excel
spreadsheets that take weeks to prepare. | personally have saved 25% of my time using
the new system. RBP is extremely dependable, offers us peace of mind, expert
knowledge, and truly knows how the system will work best for our needs. The move to
Sage MIP Fund Accounting was the best decision we made and having RBP there to help
us has been a wonderful experience.”
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Laurie Hall, Oregon Coast Community Action
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Version 10 has just been released and itis The Visual Analyzer will allow you to
full of improvements. Along with various compare many different data sets at the
user interface improvements, Sage has “click of a button”, literally. Best of all, it's
added Visual Analyzer, a business now Windows Vista-compliant.

intelligence dashboard that provides an

instant, graphical analysis of what matters

most to you.

+ + -

Go paperless with Microix and Sage MIP. MIP; and a Budget Preparation system
Microix complimentary systems allow users  allowing for automation of approval
to extend the functionality of MIP and processes before finalization in the Sage
enhance your Fund Accounting experience.  MIP system.

Put a timesheet on every desktop with  Microix is migrating their modules to

Microix’s Electronic Timesheet module. the .NET platform which will provide ease

The module automates both time sheets of deployment for these systems.

and leave time requests as well as the

associated approval processes. Call us today to discuss how Microix might
maximize your MIP investment. Or visit

Other modules include Electronic them on the web at www.microix.net.

Requisitions and Purchase Orders that

extend the functionality of standard Sage
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Do you know of a company that is struggling Best of all, YOU get to be a hero for helping
with their accounting software, or not getting your friends and colleagues and you will be
enough support with their current system? rewarded as well. Call us about our client
We can save the day! referral program!

Simply let your colleagues know that we are Refer someone today!
available to help. We would be honored to

have an opportunity to earn their business.

Our clients get personal attention, expert

knowledge and prompt support.
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